Toni Sender
shouted, " Election ! Democracy ! " The Majority
Socialists (the right wing) were not prepared for
revolutionary changes and were perfectly satisfied to
have only parliamentary government. The soldiers,
weary and desiring only to get back home and again
lead a normal life, joined them. The discussion came
up in our Frankfurt Workers9 Council. We showed
that it was against the interest of the republic to pre-
cipitate the elections, The soldiers returned home
slowly. Many of them had been out of touch with
political matters for four years. The Independent
Social Democratic Party, during the entire period of
the war, had been cut off from public opinion, and
all its public activity had been prohibited. We had
to reach the masses before a fundamental decision
was taken.
" They could wait almost sixty years, without giving
us equal rights," Robert exclaimed in the Workers'
Council meeting. " Now suddenly they manifest such
a suspicious love for democracy."
It was in the same mood that I addressed a mass
meeting on December i, 1918.
" The heavy burden that will follow the war can
be borne only by a society that has changed the entire
structure of the state. The inexorable armistice con-
ditions are to be attributed not to the revolution but
to the unfortunate treaty of Brest-Litovsk dictated by
the regime of the Kaiser. But the other side, those
who are now putting their feet on a defeated nation's
neck, should not forget that a certain kind of victory
may imply defeat in the future."
These words, spoken in 1918, to-day sound almost
like a prophecy. . . .
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